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[ Note: Sources for export figures of Pakistan is TDAP. Sources for Australian figures are Australian Dept of Treasury, Australian Bureau of Statistics, DFAT and where projections are made : various think tanks or estimation of this Consulate. Australian figures are in A$, unless otherwise stated , which peaked at 1A$= 0.95 US$ before Sept. ’08  financial crisis and in last quarter ’08 ranged mainly between 1A$= 0.65-0.70 US$ and in last quarter of 09 was mainly in the 0.90-.93 range}.
I. Executive Summary
a. Economy:


Australian economy fared well in 2009 and avoided both financial crisis and recession despite the 2008 OECD financial crisis .This was good for Pakistan’s export as consumer spending for home textile and food items did not diminish , contributing to 18% increase in Pakistan’s export in July-June 2008-09.
Some of the positive parameters of the economy in 2009 were: (i) The employment rate was below 6% against forecasted 8.5%, albeit this hides the fact that many Australian companies have cut working hours, rather than jobs. (ii) The budget revenue figures released for July-June 2008-09 reveals that revenue was A$ 5 billion more than projected in budget, reducing the deficit to A$ 27 billion, nonetheless , a record high figure. (iii) Australia’s terms of trade increased and trade balance was positive in 2008-09. (iv) The resurgence in China also contributed significantly including boosting business confidence.  (v) The Australian dollar  not only bounced back but was at its highest in last quarter of 2009 and generally remained in the range of A$=0.90 and 0.93 US$ or around Pak Rs 75-Rs 78. The Reserve bank of Australia released a quarterly report in first week of Nov 2009 and it says that Australian $ has climbed further than any other currency against the US$ in recent months, rising 31% since March . {Since Sept 2008, it climbed more than 47%.}.This is mix news for Pakistani exporters as the strong A$ makes our export price attractive but due to low elasticity, it may result in lower value export for same quantity. 
b. International Trade

 Unlike all other developed economy, Australia is a major exporter of primary goods & resources  and importer of finished goods. Australia’s international merchandise trade is deeply integrated with major Asian Economies, particularly China, Japan, Thailand , Korea and Singapore In the top 4 partners, only USA is outside Asia . Among Australia’s top 10 supplying countries, 6 are from Far East Asia. Australia’s economy and its currency is to a very large extent linked to demand for resources, particularly from China. In 2009, these products were in demand and it significantly contributed to the growth of Australian economy, trade and value of its currency.

In 2009, there was an increase in both Australia’s import and export and again in both in goods and services; export growth was higher, thus the year ended with a positive trade balance as opposed to recent past years having adverse balance. 


Australia signed its first multi-country FTA in 2009 with ASEAN and New Zealand (ANZFTA) which commenced from 1/1/10. Impact for Pakistan is duty reduction on some textile clothing tariff lines and shoes etc.  Some tariff lines will benefit from 0% duty immediately, most would benefit by 2015 { when MFN duty on main items of interest to Pakistan would be 5%. or 2020.  The countries with whom Australia has FTA include ASEAN, Singapore, USA, Thailand, New Zealand and Chile.  Australia is currently negotiating with China, Korea, Malaysia, Japan , GCC and Pacific region. Australia has expressed interest in negotiating with Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) will host the first negotiation round in March 2010 in Melbourne. FTAs under consideration are with Indonesia and India. 
c. Pakistan’s Export to Australia  


Pakistan’s export, despite a relatively small base was on a declining trend between 2002 and mid 2006. Years of monthly decline reversed in May 2006 and since then, there has been modest growth in export. Exports increased by 18% in 2008-09. It declined again in Oct-Dec 09 period due to (i) delayed import order as a result of reduction in tariff from 17.5% to 10% wef 1/1/10 for textile items, (ii) reduction in unit price of rice and (iii) strong A$ against both US$ and Pk Rs , so that same quantum import resulted in lower value import. 
 (d) Investment


At the end of the calendar year 2008 , Australia’s outward investment was A$ 1 trillion, mainly in Portfolio and financial derivatives , particularly in USA and UK . The investment targeted mainly manufacturing and financial services. 


Australia’s investment in Pakistan increased in 2009 and will further increase in 2010with BHP expanding its gas related investment, and an Australian company bidding for KEPZ’s tech tower and considering manufacturing solar panels. Some importers also invested in Export Oriented industries in towels and bedlinen. There has been increased cooperation in agriculture and livestock sector with possibility of joint ventures in 2010.



Inward investment in Australia at the end of 2008 was to the tune of A$ 1.7 trillion. This was also mainly in Portfolio and financial derivatives and mainly fro USA and UK.
(e)  Activities of the Consulate and Suggestions and recommendations are submitted in main body of the report for kind consideration of exporters, TDAP and Ministry.

II. Economy
Australian economy fared well in 2009 and avoided both financial crisis and recession despite  the 2008 OECD financial crisis. This was possible mainly due to (i) the tough prudential regulations in Australia, (ii)  no sub prime mortgages or loans (iii) strong demand in China for Australian resources and (iv) the  A$ 42 billion stimulus package which the govt credits as a major factor for avoiding recession and ( v) Slashing of interest rate by 4.25 percentage point to bring it to 3%. The feared spike in unemployment did not happen and consumer spending remained strong. Housing sector also remained strong. The better than projected performance raised concerns about inflation; in fact Australia became the world’s first major economy to announce an interest rate hike ( of 0.25%) in first week of Oct 2009 with the  Reserve Bank Governor ( equivalent to Pakistan’s SBP ) announcing that risk of serious damage to the economy was over .  During Oct-December 2009, interest rate was hiked by 0.75%. This better performance was good for Pakistan’s export as consumer spending for home textile and food did not diminish resulting in 18% increase in Pakistan’s export in July-June 2008-09.

Some of the positive parameters of the economy are: (i) The employment rate were below 6% against forecasted 8.5%, albeit this hides the fact that many Australian companies have cut working hours, rather than jobs. (ii) The budget revenue figures released for July-June 2008-09 reveals that revenue was A$ 5 billion more than projected in budget, reducing the deficit to A$ 27 billion, nonetheless , a record high figure. (iii) Australia’s terms of trade increased and trade balance was positive in 2008-09. (iv) The resurgence in China also contributed significantly including boosting business confidence.  (v) The Australian dollar  not only bounced back but were at its highest in last quarter of 2009 and generally remained in the range of A$=0.90 and 0.93 US$ or around Pak Rs 75-Rs 78. The Reserve bank of Australia released a quarterly report in first week of Nov 2009 and it says that Australian $ has climbed further than any other currency against the US$ in recent months, rising 31% since March . {Since Sept 2008, it climbed more than 47%.}.

This is mix news  for Pakistani exporters as the strong A$ makes our export price attractive but due to low elasticity, it may result in lower $ export against same quantity. 
The Reserve bank of Australia broke with tradition and announced an interest rate road-map , indicating it expects to raise the rate from 3% to unto 5%, upon recovery and return it to “ normal level” by 2011. It is forecasting growth for 2010. The rate increase could be a matter of concern also as it also implies  higher payment for home mortgages, a key factor in most Australian families’ disposable income. After the October 09 interest rate, the Reserve bank increased the rate in Nov by 0.25% percentage point again when the rate reached  3.5% as compared to 6.25% in Nov 2006, 6.75% in 2007. [ In Nov 2008, the Reserve Bank had slashed rates by 0.75%. ]. For 2010, interest rates are expected to be raised and worry on inflation may dominate the monetary policy parameters.
Earlier in the year, In the 2009-10 budget announced in May 2009, the govt had fore-casted the economy to contract by 0.5% in 2009-10, unemployment to grow by 8.25% resulting in lower revenue and thus a high debt of A$ 53.7 billion. The economy performed better and the govt revised  GDP growth to 1.5%  . The  unemployment rate confined to 6.75% and debt reduced to A$ 45.2 billion due to A$ 10 billion more than projected revenue. The recovery is estimated to reduce net debt by A$ 50 billion than projected in the budget to be at A$ 153 billion in four years time.  Inflation however increased to 2.25% from projected 1.75%.  [Inflation rose substantially in July-Sept quarter mainly on account of utility. Electricity rate went up by 11% and water by 14%. Fuel went up by 4% despite sharp increase in value of A$. ]

The new figure bolstered government confidence and the Treasurer was confident that the economy may " hit full capacity" in 2014-15, two years earlier than predicted in the budget. The opposition claimed that the govt burdened taxpayers with 7 years of debt for a recession that never was. . In 2010-11, Australian GDP  growth is estimated to be at least 3%.

This economic outlook is good news for Pakistani exporters as this is coupled with the fact that from 1/1/2010, there will be 5% tariff reduction for all major textile and clothing and other major  items imported from Pakistan. Currently major Pakistani textile made-up attract 17.5% customs duty which is at par with India, China etc. However for products originating from Bangladesh ( it does export some institutional bedlinen etc) , the duty is 0% , by virtue of it being an LDC. There would be some preference erosion for LDCs.  The current exchange rate of A$ hovering around Rs 75 is also to the advantage of Pakistani exporters. Pakistani bedlinen exporters must negotiate with Australian importers in Heimtextile when they visit the stall. 
Major sectors/Deals of possible interest to Pakistan’s business sector.
The largest Australian single trade deal was sealed in China in August with A$ 50 billion to sell LNG to China. The gas will come from Gorgon Project of Western Australia . The JV between Exxon and Chevron expects $ 300  billion worth of gas and production will in five years and create 60,000 jobs. This involves  5% of Australia’s GDP involving  2.25 million tonnes of gas  for next 20 years for Petro china. However, doubts were immediately casted as Chinese media demanded sanctions against Australian iron ore , education sector etc as a backlash for Rio Tinto not agreeing to 15% take over by Chinese Chinalco. [ Details submitted in earlier report of this Consulate pl].

BHP , which is the largest Australian investor in Pakistan and the world’s largest miner , after 7 consecutive record profit results saw a 30% decline in profit as a result of commodity price crunch . Its profit for the 2008-09 was still around A$ 10.7 billion. Depending on the commodity, the worst period was July-June 2008 when price crashed by 50%-90% but fared much better in Jan-June 2009 period when it rose by 90% compared to the December low price. BHP however sees full global economy recovery as still distant.( as in July 09 report)

According to one survey, Australia will increase its coal production by 30%  to 450 million tonnes a year over the next 5 years. 13 new mines would be added to the existing 120 mines involving an investment of A$ 23 billion, despite the increasing demand for cleaner fuel. Japan remains the largest buyer and bought 45% of Australia’s coal export for its power stations and steel mill in 2008; coal being Australia’s largest export item fetching A$ 54.6 billion last year. India and China is also reportedly looking more toward Australian coals now.

III. Australia’s Trade.
Australia was the world’s 24th largest exporter and 19th largest importer of goods and services in calendar year 2008. During July-June 2008-09, Australia’s exports as well as imports of both goods and services increased compared to 2007-08. .

The following is a summary of Australia’s international trade in goods and services , seasonally adjusted and in A$ million.
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The top 3 source of importing countries, viz, China, USA and Japan accounted for 38% of Australia’s import. Manufactured goods accounted for 73%,of import, followed by Minerals and fuel, 14.1% and so-called confidential items ( mainly gold) by 5.4%. In manufactured items, largest import is of vehicles, passenger vehicles being A$ 11.6 billion and goods vehicles being A$ 5 billion.


The following were the main 10 exporting countries to Australia for 2008-09. They accounted for 67% of Australia’s import in 08-09:
	Country
	Import (A$ billion)
	%Share

	China
	37.0
	17.0

	United States
	25.3
	12.0

	Japan
	17.8
	8.0

	Singapore
	13.5
	6.0

	Germany
	11.1
	5.0

	Thailand
	10.7
	5.0

	United Kingdom
	9.0
	4.0

	Malaysia
	8.3
	4.0

	New Zealand
	7.1
	3.0

	Republic of Korea
	6.5
	3.0

	
	
	

	Total
	146.3
	67.0


	Australian Imports by Category 2008-09

	Category
	Import ($billion)
	%increase/decrease

	Agricultural products
	  12.6
	12

	Minerals & Fuels
	    31
	-1

	Manufactures
	159.8
	5

	Other goods mainly Gold
	16.2
	105


IV . Pakistan’s Export to Australia
Pakistan-Australia Trade in A$ million for July-June is as under:

Year

Pakistan’s Export     Pakistan’s Import


BOT
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296.6

Pakistan’s export in 2008-09 increased by 18%. Pakistan’s export consist mainly of home textiles ( bedlinen and towel, both for home and institutional) followed by rice. Export of textile garments, though low in absolute terms has been increasing in last two years. Since Pakistan’s main export is textile made-ups and clothing, 

Pakistan’s export to Australia during July-Nov 2009-10 in A$ million was A$ 58.9 million as compared to A$ 68.4 million for corresponding period of last year, declining by 13%. This decrease is due to slow down in imports of textile products, custom duty on which reduced from 17.5% to 10% wef 1/1/10. Pakistan’s export during July-Dec 2009 is expected to fall and would more than make up during Jan-June shipment as importers delay order to benefit from lower duty for shipment arrivals after January 2010. Rice import decreased in value terms due to prices of rice being lower in 2009 than it was in 2008.

Main imports of Pakistan from Australia during 08-09 was coal ( A$ 172 million),edible oil/oilseed ( A$ 70m), veg/legumes ( A$ 50m), lead (A$ 23.6m), ferrous waste/scrap ( A$18.6m) , animal oil/fat ( A$ 18.3m), fertilizers (A$ 11.7m; this declined substantially from A$ 111.5m). Other items include paper/paper board, live animals/cows, milk powder, machinery .


Main export of Pakistan to Australia during 08-09 was textile which was A$ 107 .5 million accounting for 60% of export. In textile , home furnishing was largest sub-sector ( A$ 65.8m) and other products included textile clothing, which have been increasing steadily in last couple of years , fabrics and yarn. Other major export was rice ( A$ 26.6m) and other food products ( A$ 10m),hand-knotted carpets, ( A$ 7.1m). Other export products were sport goods, surgical instruments etc.
The table of products which increased/decreased is as follows: 
	MAJOR PRODUCTS WHERE EXPORTS INCREASED in 2008-2009

	PRODUCT
	PRODUCT INCREASE (All VALUES IN A$ 000)

	 
	JULY-JUNE
	Variation

	 
	2007-08
	2008-09
	in A$000
	in % 

	Rice
	17,978
	26,569
	8,591
	48

	Other Food Items
	5,119
	9,977
	4,858
	95

	Textile Yarn
	1,272
	2,557
	1,285
	101

	Textile Fabrics
	15,278
	16,696
	1,418
	9

	Home Textile (Bed wear & Towel)
	66,914
	72,073
	5,159
	8

	Surgical Instruments
	4,127
	6,588
	2,461
	60

	Footwear
	635
	1,289
	654
	103

	Sports Goods
	5,179
	6,058
	879
	17

	Textile Clothing
	25,759
	30,896
	5,137
	20


	MAJOR PRODUCTS WHERE EXPORTS DECLINED in 2008-2009 

	PRODUCT
	PRODUCT DECREASE (All VALUES IN A$ 000)

	 
	JULY-JUNE
	Variation

	 
	2007-08
	2008-09
	in A$000
	in % 

	Furniture
	1,594
	1,316
	-278
	-17

	Carpets
	6,774
	5,990
	-784
	-12


	MAJOR PRODUCTS WHERE EXPORTS INCREASED in 2009-2010

	PRODUCT
	PRODUCT INCREASE (All VALUES IN A$ 000)

	 
	JULY-November
	Variation

	 
	2008-09
	2009-10
	in A$000
	in % 

	Other Food Items
	3,473
	3,776
	303
	9

	Surgical Instruments
	2,250
	2,508
	258
	11

	Footwear
	244
	986
	742
	304

	Sports Goods
	2,329
	2,458
	129
	6

	Furniture
	423
	711
	288
	68


	MAJOR PRODUCTS WHERE EXPORTS DECLINED in 2009/2010

	PRODUCT
	PRODUCT DECREASE (All VALUES IN A$ 000)

	 
	JULY-November
	Variation

	 
	2008-09
	2009-10
	in A$000
	in % 

	Home Textile (Bed wear & Towel)
	24,594
	17,466
	-7,128
	-29

	Textile Yarn
	1,428
	797
	-631
	-44

	Textile Fabrics
	6,881
	5,384
	-1,497
	-22

	Rice
	11,458
	9,821
	-1,637
	-14

	Carpets
	2,900
	2,744
	-156
	-5

	Textile Clothing
	11,140
	11,011
	-129
	-1


Reduction  in Import Tariff in Australia from 1st Jan 2010

Australia has reduced import duty wef 1/1/10. MFN duty to which all developing countries are subjected to including Pakistan has been reduced from 17.5% for most textile and clothing items to 10%. For other products, duty was reduced generally by 5% point. The Customs duty of  Pakistan’s  top 20  export products to Australia is  as follows:


	Product
	HSC CODE
	MFN Duty

	BED WEAR
	6302
	10%

	RICE
	1006
	0%

	TOWEL
	6302
	10%

	COTTON FABRICS
	5208-5209
	5%

	READY MADE GARMENTS
	61, 62
	10%

	TEXTILE MADEUPS
	6302
	10%

	SOCCER BALL
	9506
	5%

	KNIT WEAR
	6302
	10%

	CARPET
	5701
	0%

	SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS
	9018
	0%

	LEATHER CLOTHING
	4203
	5-10%

	LEATHER GLOVES
	4203
	10%

	ART SILK 
	5407-5408
	5%

	COTTON YARN
	5205
	5%

	TANNED LEATHER
	4105-4106-4107
	5%

	GUAR GUM
	1302
	0%

	FOOT WEAR
	6403
	5%

	CUTLERY
	8211, 8214- 5
	5%-0%

	COTTON BAGS/SACKS
	6305
	0%


V. Investments
Latest figures available for Australia’s investment is for 2008. Australia’s net international investment position at end of  2008 was a liability of $713.8 billion, an increase of $58.7 billion on the previous year. 

T
he level of foreign investment in Australia increased by $66.9 billion to reach $1,724.4 billion as at 31 December 2008. The inward investment was A$ 1.7 trillion.   Of this, the following was the composition.

	Inward investment
	Value in A$ Billion
	% Share

	Direct Investment
	392.9
	23

	Portfolio Investment Assets
	921.2
	53

	Financial Derivatives
	107.8
	6

	Other Investment
	302.5
	18

	
	
	

	Total
	1724.4
	100


The leading investing countries at end of 2008 were:
	Country
	Value in A$ Billion
	% Share

	United Kingdom
	427.1
	25

	United States of America
	418.4
	24

	Japan
	89.5
	5

	Hong Kong (SAR of China)
	56.3
	3

	Singapore
	43.1
	2

	Switzerland
	38.1
	2


Outward Investment:

The level of Australian investment abroad reached A$1010.6 billion at end of  2008, an increase of A$ 8.2 billion over the previous year. This was mainly in Portfolio and financial derivatives , particularly in USA and UK . The investment targeted mainly manufacturing and financial services. 



Australia’s investment in Pakistan increased in 2009 and will further increase in 2010with BHP expanding its gas related investment, and an Australian company bidding for KEPZ’s tech tower and considering manufacturing solar panels. Some importers also invested in Export Oriented industries in towels and bedlinen. There has been increased cooperation in agriculture and livestock sector with possibility of joint ventures in 2010.

The outward investment was A$ 1 trillion.  Of this, the following was the composition.

	Outward Investment
	Value in A$ Billion
	% Share

	Direct Investment
	281.1
	28

	Portfolio Investment Assets
	373.1
	37

	Financial Derivatives
	112.9
	11

	Other Investment
	196.1
	19

	Reserve Assets
	47.5
	5

	Total
	1010.7
	100


The leading destination countries at 31 December 2008 were:
	Country
	Value in A$ Billion
	% Share

	United states of America
	394.6
	39

	United Kingdom
	158.1
	16

	New Zealand
	66.1
	7

	Canada
	38.8
	4

	France
	35.4
	4

	Netherlands
	30.0
	3


The area of investment was as follows:

	Industry
	% Area of Investment

	Agriculture, forestry and fishing
	-

	Mining
	8%

	Manufacturing
	44%

	Electricity, gas and water
	1.1%

	Construction
	1.3%

	Wholesale & retail trade
	1.8%

	Transport & communication
	2.6%

	Finance & insurance
	36%

	Property & business services
	3.3%

	Other services
	1.4%

	Total
	100







VI Recommendations for 2010.

1. Single Country Exhibition

In Australia, exhibitions are generally attended by whole-sellers and retailers , rather than importers. In most cases, big wholesalers and importers are the exhibitors. Thus it is not worthwhile of major exporters to participate in exhibitions. Moreover, while the perception among govt officials and major business about Pakistan is good, it requires improvement among the general public. While generally, SCE should be avoided as it very high cost is involved, given that no opportunity exist for show casing our product exist in Australia, it may be considered for 2010.
One possible solution to above is holding a Single Country Exhibition along-with organising a “Pakistan Week “in Sydney in late 2010. Detailed proposal has been separately sent to TDAP.

2. Exporters should visit exhibitions and avoid coming in trade delegation exclusively.
          While the problem of exhibitions has been mentioned above, it also offers an opportunity. TDAP should send exporters delegation basically to attend and visit the exhibitions, as they can meet with the exhibitors who are more often than not , the importers .  For Australia, the best strategy would be to form  a two year plan for such product groups for which exhibition is organised in Australia. In the first year, it should be a market research/survey and visit to the exhibition to see trends, preferences etc. In the second year, they should bring samples based on product adaptation done on the basis of findings in the first year and then meet with the importers. This would be far more effective than meeting importers in first year with either no complete information of requirement or bringing wrong samples etc.
3. TDAP subsidy for Exporters visit.

TDAP subsidises exporters trade delegation to the extent of 50% air fare and provision of US$ 100 per night as per this Consulate’s information. This can be counter-productive as delegation may visit just to avail the subsidy and there may be no matching stake of exporters and importers may form negative perception about Pakistani suppliers. This facility may be withdrawn as serious exporters confident of orders would be willing to spend their own money and replaced by providing 100% airfare and US$ 150 per night for conducting market research on selected products. Exporters may be reimbursed the amount only after they submit the market research report to TDAP.

4. Market Access

Sustained efforts for a couple of years would be required both from the mission and from Ministry and TDAP to pursue with Australian side to provide better market access by GSP or FTA and to open imports of fruits and seafood from Pakistan. These issues may be taken up with Australian authority on a sustained basis at every level and opportunity including the JTC.

5.  Investment Conference with collaboration  Austrade
In 2009, Austrade conducted a Invest in South Asia seminar in a number of Australian cities. The major countries covered were Pakistan, India , Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. This was well attended by business companies as Austrade has a good network . The major emphasis was on India as couple of speakers from India was invited by Austrade. Austrade would be requested and Austrade Pakistan may also also be lobbied by business companies  to organis similar seminar in 2010 or 2011 with major emphasis on Pakistan and speakers from BOI may be invited.
6. Roaming Display of Products:            

         This Consulate has been suggesting that TDAP may consider availing spaces available in missions abroad by sending a product group for display , so that trade officers can focus on that product for a specific period and invite importers of that group to come and see the products, this may be done on regional basis and each mission may send the items to nearby mission. E.g., Japan-Malaysia, Korea, Indonesia, Australia may be one region (other regions would be in EU, different cities in US/Canada, ME Afric etc). In Month one, as example, towels may be selected for Australia region (other products for other region). In month one, our mission in Japan will display towel, in month 2 send it to Korea, who will send in month 3 to Indonesia, and so on. For month 2 , bedlinen may be send to Japan and the chain will continue. Thus each mission would focus on 8-9 product groups per year. Detailed profile can be sent by TDAP and depending on interest shown by buyers, this can be followed by either an incoming or outgoing delegation.
7. Meeting concerns of importers. 

Australian importers have 3 basic concerns (i) Delivery on time (ii) Exporter eventually breaking channel of distribution and going directly to their customers and (iii) not solving trade disputes amicably. While the importers are being persuaded that this may be true for a very negligible number of exporters, our exporters are also requested to see the guideline of this Consulate [in its website www.pakistan.org.au } on how to tackle the disputes issue if and when it arises. 

VII Activities of the Consulate.
In 2009, the Consulate continued to focus on improving institutional linkages, work for market access, improving relationship with importers particularly of niche market segments, assisting Pakistani exporters and developing website for ensuring instant information availability, including list of importers to Pakistani exporters. Consulate was also providing full fledged consular services and normal consular duties were performed. 
The Consulate took up market access issues but the non response or slow progress can now be addressed in the second Pakistan-Australia JTC meeting in Islamabad scheduled for Feb 2010.On the marketing front, this Consulate continued its focus focused on high end market niche for clothing and bedlinen and there has been satisfactory growth of imports in these products. 
The Consulate responds to 97% of exporters enquiry within 24 hours as the TDAP have kindly assisted in broadband Internet services, which allows responding to exporters query along with attachments . 

Authentic List of Australian business and importers  , along with detailed profile of Australian businessmen are placed on website and password is given to Pakistani exporters for opening these files. This list is authenticated by the mission’s own contact and primarily from KOMPASS directory, again thanks to TDAP, which has sanctioned this facility. The web also contains guidelines for exporting to Australia prepared by both  this Consulate and by professionals, courtesy of a state Chamber of Commerce.
Quantitatively, the following activities were undertaken by the Consulate in 2009:
· TDAP have also provided facility for DSL internet . As a result , over 96% of enquiries from exporters are responded within 24 hours . On an average, over 80 enquiries are received per month .

· 2 trade delegations were arranged, one of Sialkot Chamber and the other of PLGME in August and Sept 2009.

· Meetings were arranged for Sarhad Chamber and Carpet association representatives.

· Regular contacts with importers were maintained. Around 86 import enquiries were sent.

· Around 160 businessmen visited Pakistan. Of this, importers were only around 9.
· Contacts were made with importers for visiting EXPO Pakistan in  2009. However, there was little enthusiasm on the part of Australian importers. Importers were however persuaded to attend the carpet fair In Pakistan. Several importers preferred to go at their own expense at times that suit them rather than go when EXPO is held , TDAP’s hospitality not withstanding.
· Business persons and Pakistan economic ministries/dept officers’ visit were facilitated.

· Visits and meetings of several visiting VIPs/dignitaries were facilitated.

The following consular service was provided in 2009 by this Consulate:

Total Passport Issued; 577

Total Visa Issued: 1968 , of which 122 were business visas.

Other Consulate Attestation: 460
14

